
 

 
 
1st March 2021 

 
Dear «Title» «Contact_Last_Name» 

Thank you for your all your support and messages since the Prime Minister’s announcement that 
schools can reopen from Monday 8th March 2021.  
 
We have now had a chance to develop a detailed plan for reopening, which I would like to share with 
you. The updated risk assessments will be available to view as before on the websites. 
 
Many key systems and processes will stay exactly the same as they were in the autumn term. House 
bubbles, lesson timings, routines for social distancing and hygiene around hand-washing and thorough 
cleaning of our premises and equipment will not be changing. We have all got used to these measures 
and know they go a long way towards keeping everyone as safe and protected as possible.  
 
In line with new government guidance, there are two significant and important new initiatives that 
we need your support with: 
 

• Before the Easter holidays, the government has said secondary school students and those in 
sixth form should wear face coverings whilst indoors, including in classrooms. There are 
legitimate reasons for a small number of students to be exempt from this, but otherwise we 
will be expecting all students to wear face coverings. This is for the greater good of the health 
of everyone at the academy and we hope everyone will play their part. Students should have 
their own face coverings to bring onto site to wear. 

• Before students can return to the academy for lessons, they will be invited in to be tested this 
week for Covid-19 – Your child’s time slot is at the end of this letter. This will apply to 
everyone, even if they have no symptoms, as the aim is to pick up any asymptomatic cases 
and prevent any further cases or bubble closures.  Results will be given to them via text usually 
within an hour of the test being administered.  To ensure the smooth running of these tests, 
it is vital that you sign the consent form if your student is under the age of sixteen if you have 
not done so already. The consent form is enclosed with this letter and available on the website 

•  https://harris-prof.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Consent-
form.pdf?t=1614602330 

• Sixth form students should sign the consent form themselves. Thank you to those of you who 
have already sent in the consent form. The consent form can be given to the member of staff 
on duty when they arrive for the test. 

 
Once their first test comes back negative, students will be invited back for a second test on the 8th, 9th 
or 10th of March. Students will then be able to return to the academy for the 11th March and then be 
tested once more during the week beginning Monday 15th March. Subsequent tests will be taken at 
home – we will teach students how to do this, so you should not worry about it.  After this first 
fortnight back at school, the government’s plan is to provide students with two tests per week to take 
at home. 
 
All staff will be both be wearing a face covering in school and be participating in the same testing 
regime as students. As well as keeping each other safe, this will mean we can help each other keep  
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our families at home safe too.  Students and staff have adapted so well to the changes that have had  
to be made over the past year, and I know they will impress us again with how they adapt to these 
two new processes.  
 
In order to facilitate the rounds of testing in a safe and orderly manner, the academy will begin testing 
on Wednesday 3rd March and will conclude on Tuesday 10th March. 
 
The academy will be open to all students for full lessons on Thursday 11th March. 
 
Any students who have had a loan of ICT equipment i.e. a laptop a dongle or both will be required to 
bring it in for their first test appointment as the resource will be required to reconfigure for onsite 
use. Students will be given a resource pack to complete during the testing days that should be returned 
on Thursday 11th March when all classes are expected in. This will comprise of questionnaires and a 
“gap analysis” assignment that will allow teachers to analyse to see what areas of learning they will 
need to focus on for the remainder of the academic year. 
 
Please see below for the appointment time for «First_Name» «Last_Name» to arrive at the academy 
to be tested. 
 
Name: «First_Name» «Last_Name»  
Tutor Group: «Tutor_Group» 
House: «House_Name» 
Appointment day: «Day_» 
Appointment Date: «Date» 
Appointment time: «Time» 
 
We look forward to seeing «First_Name» for their preliminary test and for the start of the academy 
day on Thursday 11th March. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Andrew Barr 

Principal 


