
 

 

 

15th December 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I trust you are all safe and well. 

 

It has been a difficult start to the academic year with many changes to the way that the academy and students 

have had to approach the Teaching and Learning. I would like to thank you all for the support you have given 

the Academy regarding working within the current COVID- 19 guidelines and our students should be applauded 

for working so well under these unprecedented restrictions. When compared to other schools in the region and 

nationally, we have been extremely fortunate with the extremely low numbers of positive cases. To date we 

have had only one confirmed positive case with a student and one confirmed case with a member of staff. Both 

I am pleased to state, have fully recovered. However, we must not become complacent and with the reported 

increase in cases rising locally and nationally, we must all remain steadfast in ensuring that the safety measures 

we have put in place are adhered to. Along with many, I am hoping with the advent of the vaccination 

programme, there is some light at the end of the tunnel but the timescale of its impact is still under debate. 

 

As we approach the Christmas break, I am pleased to report that from the latest assessments, that there is a 

great deal of progress being made by students. Formal reports will be out shortly after the Christmas break and 

I hope that the feedback given at the parents’ evening was both pertinent and informative in order for you to 

support your son/daughter in ensuring their academic success. For students on a one-year pathway taking 

GCSEs/CNATs and CTEC 13 students, careers guidance will be a focus next term ensuring that they receive 

relevant support discussing their various options and applying to universities, colleges and sixth forms in plenty 

of time. Course discussions have already taken place for the resit students and this will provide a firm foundation 

for discussing the next steps with your son/daughter. 

 

January External Examinations 
From Monday 11th January 2021 to Wednesday 20th January 2021 we have a series of external examinations 
for Year 11, 12 and 13 students studying Level 2 Cambridge National and Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Qualifications. If your son/daughter is taking one or more of the of these examinations, enclosed is their 
examination timetable. The schedule can be found on the website. 
 
Students may wish to refresh their knowledge of the JCQ exam rules and regulations which have been provided 
in a pack to all students sitting examinations at Harris Professional Skills Sixth Form and Aspire. Should you or 
your son/daughter have any questions in regard to the upcoming examinations then please do not hesitate to 
contact the Academy on 0203 370 9238. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Attendance and punctuality are requisites for good references to sixth form and colleges. Year 12 and 13 

students must ensure that they give themselves every opportunity to get a good reference in an ever-increasing 

competitive market for a good quality sixth form or college place.  

Most students attend regularly and are punctual in the morning. Unfortunately, there are some students who 
think arriving late is acceptable. The expectation is that students attend all lessons as detailed on their pathway 
timetables. This is very important if your young person wants to achieve excellent outcomes in examinations 
and their courses. Students following the GCSE pathway are expected to attend all subject lessons even if they 
have sat an examination in November as there is opportunity to improve on that grade further before they leave 
at the end of the academic year. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mobile Phones and Earphones 

Improper use of mobile phones/earphones are a real distraction from learning and there have been a few issues 

with students using these devices inappropriately both in and out of the classroom. There is absolutely no 

requirement for mobile phones/earphones to be used inside the building; students wishing to make contact 

with parents for an emergency may ask to use the Academy phone system and parents should always use the 

Academy phone system to relay messages via reception. We operate a “not seen not heard” policy but 

unfortunately the privilege of carrying a mobile phone has been abused by some students. 

 

Students may still carry their phones about their person and can use them during break and lunch in the 

designated areas but not for filming/photography and not for making calls. The Academy will be enforcing the 

“not seen, not heard” policy with rigour and if a student is seen with a mobile phone or wearing headphones 

they will be confiscated and given back to them at the end of the day. I trust that we can count on your support 

in ensuring that this is communicated to your son/daughter for us to safeguard staff and students effectively 

when in our care. 

 
Health and Safety 
Students must remember and wear their lanyard and ID badge every day as it is an effective way of recognizing 
which of the three “bubbles we are operating with and to ensure that students are not mixing with students in 
other “bubbles”. For Health and Safety Reasons it is very important we can identify all students on site as being 
a part of the Academy community. If they lose their lanyard, they will be charged £5.00 to replace it. If a student 
forgets their lanyard, they may borrow a temporary replacement that will require a deposit of their Oyster card 
or phone to ensure that it is returned at the end of the day. 
 

Dress Code 

Please ensure that your young person adheres fully to the dress code/uniform without exception.  The guidance 

is very clear on permitted items.  Trainers are not allowed unless they are Aspire students (these must be plain 

black with no logos) and shoes should be plain black leather with no sports soles.  

As the colder weather is now upon us, please remind your son/daughter that only smart coats are permitted on 

site and hoodies are not allowed. Students not adhering to the dress code/uniform will not be allowed to engage 

in normal lessons and will be sent home to change with the expectation that they return to the Academy. The 

dress code can be referred to on the Academy websites.  

 

Testing 

As you may be aware, all schools have been given some guidance today about the national testing programme. 

This is designed to give schools the capacity and capability to test all asymptomatic staff and students in 

secondary schools and colleges from January 2021. We are looking through this guidance and will inform you 

with more detail on its operation and address any concerns once we have had dialogue with our colleagues in 

other Harris schools and the local authority.  

 

Thank you for your support this term and I hope you have a safe and enjoyable break. The Academy will reopen 

for Spring term on Tuesday January 5th 2021 for all students. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Andrew Barr  

Principal 

 


