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Reading: Charlotte Brontë 

Read the text and complete the activities: 

Charlotte Brontë was born in 1816 in Yorkshire. She was the third of six children born to a 

clergyman named Patrick Brontë and his wife Maria. Charlotte’s early life was scarred by 

tragedy: her mother died when she was five, and two of her sisters died at school, of 

tuberculosis. 

The four remaining children, Charlotte, Branwell, Emily and Anne, lived at home and were 

educated by their father and visiting tutors. Money was tight for the family, and it 

became obvious that Charlotte would have to find a way to earn a living. She was sent 

away to school and then became a governess, tutoring children in their homes. 

In 1846, Charlotte, Emily and Anne used some money left by their recently deceased aunt 

to publish a volume of their poetry. Titled simply ‘Poems’, it was published under the 

male pseudonyms Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell. The volume sold only two copies. 

Charlotte decided to next write a novel, titled ‘The Professor’, which she sent to 

publishers and which was rejected (although it would be published after her death). Her 

next novel, however, titled ‘Jane Eyre’, was immediately accepted and published in 1847, 

again under the pseudonym Currer Bell. 

Meanwhile, Charlotte’s sisters had both written books under their pseudonyms. 

Eventually, the sisters were compelled to reveal their true identities, shortly after Anne 

published her second novel in 1848. 

While the sisters were enjoying their publishing success, their brother Branwell’s life was 

deteriorating. He finally succumbed to tuberculosis in September 1848, aged 31. After 

attending the funeral, Emily never left the house again and she, too, died of tuberculosis 

just three months later, aged 30. Then, Anne also died, aged 29. 

Spelling: Plurals B 

Add ‘-s’ or ‘-es’ to the words in bold to make them plural: 

a) Mrs Jefferson asked Paul to hand out the atlas__ and the compass__ to 

the pupil__. 

b) Taxi__ to the station charge passenger__ extra for transporting bulky 

item__. 

c) Conditions in the trench__ were terrible for solider__. 

d) Please take these box__ to the top of the stair__ and put any dirty 

sock__. 

e) Countries make alliance__ with nation__ which share their idea__. 

f) Church__ often have several crucifix__ on display around their altar__. 

Name ………………………………………………………… 
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Devastated by the deaths of her siblings, Charlotte returned to writing and published ‘Shirley’ 

in 1849. She had become a literary celebrity, and met many well-known and influential 

people, including the novelists William Thackeray and Elizabeth Gaskell. She published her 

final novel, ‘Villette’, in 1853. 

In 1854, Charlotte married Arthur Bell Nichols, her father’s curate. However, this happiness 

was short-lived: Charlotte died, aged 39, in 1855. 

 

 

 

 

 Understand 
What were Charlotte 
Brontë’s novels called? 

 

 Deduce 
Why do you think the 
sisters published their 
works under 
pseudonyms? 

 

 Sequence 
Can you put these events from the extract in order? 

 

Charlotte publishes ‘Villette’. 

Charlotte marries Arthur Nichols. 

Charlotte publishes ‘Jane Eyre’. 

Maria Brontë dies. 

 Retrieve 
Can you find a phrase 
which explains why 
Charlotte had to find a 
job? 

 

Writing: 

Underline the predicate in these 3 sentences: 

1. Charlotte Brontë was born in 1816 in Yorkshire. 

2. He finally succumbed to tuberculosis in September 1848, aged 31.  

3. In 1854, Charlotte married Arthur Bell Nichols, her father’s curate.  
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