
Today we are discussing a serious 
topic so what I need from you is:

• Maturity – I have always been so impressed 
with your maturity when discussing serious 
topics so I hope you are today.

• An open mind – Sometimes we get stuck 
in our way of thinking, remember it is normal 
for our opinions and thoughts to change 
when we learn new things.

• A kind heart – The wish to spread kindness 
and make the world a happier place for 
everyone in it. 



October is a special 

month of celebration. 

‘Do you know what event 
we celebrate this month?’ 



A month in which we celebrate inspirational individuals, events and history of people within the 

black and ethnic minority community. The UK has celebrated Black History Month every 
October since 1987. 

Why do we celebrate this over just one month?



There are words you will have likely heard or seen 
recently. What do they mean?

Racism - Being treated differently based on your race.

Equality - Having equal chances.

White privilege - Benefits people get just from being white - it doesn’t mean your life 
is amazing or easy, it just isn’t made harder from racism.

Stereotype - An oversimplified idea of a type of person.

Protest - An action to show you disagree with something.

Ally - Someone who is not affected but wants 
to help.

Part of this assembly will be 
about raising your 
awareness of racism.



if someone  

simply looked a t   

you for a   

momen t…

a n d  without  

knowing  

ANYTHING about  

who you are ,  they  

think:

behance.net

a b n o r m a l
c r i m i n a l

d u m b

ugly

thief

trashy

How would t h a t  make you f e e l ?  What would you do?

Now imagine, some people a re  made to  f e e l  l i k e  t h i s  f o r generat ions .

troublesome

dangerous

Imagine

d u m b

ugly



Racism often comes from stereotyping. There 
can be both positive and negative ones.  

Chinese:
• Smart
• Can speak 2 

languages
• Eat cats and dogs
• All look the same
• Bad drivers

Black:
• Good at sports
• Cool hair
• Less intelligent
• Can’t swim
• Enjoys rap music
• Love chicken
• Parents aren’t together. 

Indian:
• Smart
• Can speak 2 languages
• Smell of curry
• Religious 
• Strict parents
• Have arranged marriages.

White:
• Doesn’t like spicy 

food.
• Loves pop and 

country music.
• Disrespectful to 

their parents
• Are racist.
• Love roast dinner.



NOT EVERYONE OF THE SAME RACE IS THE SAME!

We must be careful that we are not unintentionally racist by assuming things about 
people based on their skin colour.

Why are stereotypes harmful?

• We assume people will be good or bad at certain things.

• We might assume the kinds of food people like. 

• We might assume someone is much smarter or less smart than us. 

• We might assume what their family or home looks like. 

• We might assume one person we know is just like another person we know 
because they are the same race.

If we assume these things, we are not getting to know that individual. Each person 
deserves to be seen as a unique person.

We all know someone who is the same race as ourselves but very different.



Should Black History have it’s own month?

Many people argue that Black History 
Month provides us with a focus to celebrate 
the achievements of black people from this 
country and overseas.

The black community has used this month 
to share with the rest of the world the 
contribution that black people have made 
to human development.

It is a time to demonstrate pride in, and respect for, 
the creativity, intellectual achievements and sporting 
prowess of black people; and a time to celebrate the 
various cultural identities of people with African and 
Caribbean roots.



Black history is just history, isn’t it?
Anytime someone calls Black History Month ridiculous, 
they’re met with an immediate backlash.

Hollywood actor Morgan Freeman makes an argument for 
why we should re-think our position about Black History.

The 79-year-old actor said during an interview in 2005:

“I don't want a black history 
month. Black history is American 
history.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcLj2CVC1VU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcLj2CVC1VU


Rageh Omar discusses Black History Month 
and how he feels that it has lost its importance 
in modern Britain because it hasn't moved with 
the times. 

He shares his views and opinions, and 
discusses how the month could be developed 
to cover a wider range of race issues.

Rageh Omar
International Affairs Editor for 
ITV News 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/impo
rtance-black-history-month?tab=film

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/importance-black-history-month?tab=film


Why do we celebrate black 
history month?

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/akala-black-history-month

Akala
rapper, poet and journalist - shares his 
views on Black History Month and the 
general attitude towards Black History

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/akala-black-history-month


https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/akala-black-history-month

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/akala-black-history-month




In 1910, Clough applied to work at London General Omnibus Company 

(L.G.O.C). 

He became a spare driver. 

He passed his bus driving test and started driving a number 11 B.-type bus 

between Liverpool Street and Wormwood Scrubs. 

Joe Clough was the first Black London bus driver.

First black female 
footballer in 1895



Nathalie 
Emmanuel 
(before she was 
famous!) 
expresses her 
belief that 
people must 
understand their 
own 
backgrounds 
and share 
information 
about their 
heritage with 
others, in order 
to improve 
social cohesion.

HOLLYOAKS

FAST & 
FURIOUS 7 

GAME OF THRONES

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/knowing-
where-you-come?page=1,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/knowing-where-you-come?page=1,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0


What does it 
mean to be 
British? 

What are British 
Values? 

Can you do an 
impression of the 
Queen? 

Key Stage 4 
students from 
around the 
country give us 
the view from the 
classroom.

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/view-classroom-britishness

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/view-classroom-britishness


Celebrating everyone’s culture and history is one important way of 
ensuring equality for all. 



Euro 2021 – Moving montage 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/football/57805083





Being an Ally



How can we be allies and work together to end 
racism?

• Train your brain to not stereotype 
people – this means we don’t 
assume things good or bad about 
people based on their skin colour.

• Realise that you might have privilege 
of some kind – just because racism is 
not happening to you, it doesn’t 
mean that it’s not happening to 
anyone.

• Show support if you see something 
racist happening  - it is always best to 
get an adult involved if you can. This 
doesn’t always mean arguing, but it 
could be making the victim of racism 
try to feel better. If it happens at 
school, definitely tell an adult.

■ Take some time to learn a bit about other 
cultures. Food and language are often a 
good way to make friends and understand 
someone else's culture.

■ If someone calls you racist, simply 
apologise for the misunderstanding and try 
not to do the same thing again. Just 
because you don’t find it offensive, doesn’t 
mean other people won’t. We don’t want 
to make a person feel worse by trying to 
defend ourselves.

■ If you have been racist in the past, it does 
not make you a bad person. We are all able 
to learn and grow so we make better 
decisions in the future.

■ Use the classroom as a safe space to 
discuss the topic.

■ Be kind and understanding. 



Watch this video about what Black British Women think about their heritage 
and the celebration of Black History Month. 

Questions:

1) What does being British mean 
to you?

2) What do you think about Black 
History Month? Do you think we 
should celebrate it?

3) What do you know about Black 
History? Is there anything you 
think you should know more 
about?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHsi-tKFP98&t=4s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHsi-tKFP98&t=4s


Reflection

1) Who do you think are the cultural icons from today’s society? 
How do they promote their culture in a positive way?

2) How can you celebrate your own culture? What contribution 
can you make to society?

3) Can you think of ways that your life is influenced and shaped by 
cultures different from your own?



Bestway founder Sir Anwar Pervez moved to 
the UK from Pakistan in 1956 at the age of 21.

‘I had nothing in Pakistan,’ he recalls. ‘My 
parents didn’t have money to send me to 
university.’

He began work as a bus conductor and driver in 
Bradford and saved money to bring his relatives 
to the UK. Eventually his family accumulated 
enough savings to open their first convenience 
store, Kashmir, in 1963 in London’s Earl’s Court.

Sir Pervez is 
now worth 
£3.4Billion


